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THE IOWA HOMEMAJ(ER 5 
Choosing the Fall Hat 
By FLORENCE FAUST, Household Art Department 
IS YOUR hat actively becoming, that is, 
are you better looking with it on 
than without it? Does it meet your needs, 
reveal your personality, harmonize with 
your entire costume and serve as a frame 
for your face? Is the quality of the hat 
it self good, regarding line, texture and 
·color? Does the workmanship add to 
the beauty of the hat? 
Perhaps you can profit by spending a 
little time considering the above que3· 
tions before making or selecting your 
next hat so as to obtain one that Is 
truly artistic and not merely fashionable. 
Nature never intended that we should 
look alike. Why, then, should you limit 
your choice to only one type of hat-
the prevalent style of the season? 
Only stop to analyze the present fash-
ion and you will find that there are three 
types of hats that may be called stan-
c~ard. They are the turn down, the 
straight, and the soft rolled brims. Vari-
ations of these govern almost every other 
style from the most dressy hat or the 
charming tailored hat to the simple sport 
hat. 
Just what determines style? The fac-
tOJ s governing it are far too numerous 
to mention h ere but a few may give you 
some idea that style changes too often 
for the ordinary purse as well as the 
average face and figure. Only a few 
weeks ago, the poke bonnet, influenced 
by the style of 1830, was the favorite, un-
doubtedly because of the shade it afford-
ed the eyes. Again just before that, the 
Egyptian cloche held full sway because 
of the notoriety given King Tut. 
At present the lure of t he Orient is 
prevalent everywhere, hence the Indo-
Chinese influence, the chief characteris-
tics of which are the beretta and toques 
shown in the small outline, the high 
crown and the side trimmings. The 
. crowns a r e either helmet or mushroom in 
shape and are often sectional. Other 
popular styles are the Venetian or Napole-
·onic tricornes and the Persian turban. 
The majority of trimmings is felt, 
leather , feathers, chenille embroidery 
with beads and large soft flowers of self 
materials. The materials used most ex-
tc=ns ively are velour, velvets, felt, otto-
man silk, cotton matelosse, tear drop 
moire, gros grain and satin ribbon. Veils 
are often used either to soften the con-
tour of the hat or else to add a note of 
color. Most of the hats are black, blue, 
brown or grey. The Harding blue was 
:ra:rticularly emphasized on the Pacific 
coast only a short time ago. Now, how-
ever, many millinery shops are stressing 
the Coolidge brown. · Chinese brocades 
and tapestries are especially good used 
as bands. 
In choosing a hat, whether for the 
pn:sent season or some other, you should 
first of all regard the hat itself. All 
parts of it should be harmonious, involv-
ing the chief principles of balance, 
rythm and unity. If the hat seems satis· 
fa<:tory in appropriateness as well as 
line. form and color, then consider its 
rf;lP.tion to your entire figure. It silould 
\\ever extend beyond the width of the 
should er s. If you are small never choo~e 
a large hat; H large, avoid extremes. If 
tall, you should wear a large hat, unless 
your face is thin, or your coat collar 
very large. If you are short, wear a 
small hat because this seems to empha-
size height. 
After analyzing the hat and figure, con-
sider the r elation of the hat to your own 
facial characteristics. The bottom of 
the crown should rest one third way 
down on the head or just over the eye-
brows. 
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But blame us women not, 
If some appear too cold at times, 
And some too gay and light; 
Some griefs gnaw deep-
Some woes are hard to bear; 
Who knows the past, 
And who can judge us right? 
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H your face is angular, wear soft lines 
and trimmings, soft crowns, medium 
brims, perhaps slightly drooping, light 
becoming facings, materials such as vel-
vets, duvetyns, soft bows, flowers and 
fo liage, ostrich feathers and fur. Avoid 
severe, manish or tailored hats and 
large square crowns and wide brims, 
which deepen the shadows of the face. 
Do not choose hats with hard trimmings 
such as quills, stiff bows .and steel buck-
les, because they accentuate the angu-
larity of your features thru repetition. 
If your face is slender, wear soft lines 
as in the illustrations above, low crowns 
and soft drooping brims, which shorten 
the distance between hat and shoulder, 
making your face seem wider and more 
rounded. You should avoid hats leading 
up and out, especially if the crowns come 
to a point, as they make the face appear 
longer. 
If your face is full, wear just the oppo-
site from the slender type, rather close 
fitting hats with lines leading up and 
out. Do not choose a hat that is too 
small because this type emphasizes the 
fullness of your face. You should avoid 
low crowns and broad drooping brims 
with fluffy soft trimmings. 
Regarding special features of the face, 
if flat, you should wear the trimming in 
the back and if prominent you should 
wear e ither a wider front brim or else 
the trimming in front. Persons with snub 
noses should wear either straight or turn-
down brims to counteract the lines of 
the nose . Such persons should never 
wear turn-up brims, which repeat · the 
line of th e nose. Avoid metallic mater-
ials if you wear glasses. T he effect is 
displeas:ng because of the reflections. 
A hat should at a ll times be comfort-
able. Choose one that is light in weight, 
the head size of which is n eith er too 
snug nor loose. Be careful not to select 
a hat that hides your face or obstructs 
your view. This is an annoyance not 
only for yourself but others as well. 
Again let art not fashion fortell your 
future. 
